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#TEAMCW 
105CW News and Information  June 22 

News form our DG Jaap. 

So, my last newsletter reaches you now. A year that was everything I expected it would be. I was aware that being 

DG is more than prancing around at Charters with the beautiful chain. In a district with 92 clubs there are always 

issues that need to be solved. Within the 1,633 Lions in our district, it is not always rose petals and sunshine. But 

the great team that leads your district, we discuss, come up with ideas that might solve the situation and in the vast 

majority of cases it works. I have to write this, because otherwise the picture would just be too rosy. Glad to say 

that the district is in great shape and currently about 7 members down. I have hope that with the many new Lions I 

inducted recently; this number might go up a little. Perhaps we can get even. 

We have excelled in service. When I write this, 566,790 people served, 52,121 volunteer hours, over £330,000 

raised. Friends, these numbers are beautiful. With over 60% of the clubs reporting, we can only imagine how much 

larger these numbers could be if we all reported. In any case, I am the glass half full kind of guy, so well-done CW 

and give yourselves a tap on the back. 

This month I had the pleasure to attend quite a few Charters. The weekend 14/15 May needs to be reported. Lion 

Claire and I drove to the charter of Pembroke & Pembroke Dock LC 14/5. At 22.30 we drove back home. 15/5 we 

joined the lunch of Solihull LC and at 16.00 we were at Melton Mowbray LC for their charter. It was some weekend. 

From one extreme of the district to the other one. My poor car did not know what hit it. 

And people ask me, only a few more weeks, before you get the dreaded “P” in front of “DG”, taking it easy? You 

read so far, and look at my schedule for June. It ends in a giant crescendo. No “piano”, but “forte”.  

Leaves me to say thank you to all the 1,633 Lions in CW, the people who supported me in Cabinet, Zone Chairs, but 

especially the handful of wise people I could come to with my questions and who gave advise freely and 

unconditionally. And super especially Lion Claire, who supported me through the 3 years of this DG road. 

Best wishes to the incoming team. I received a great district. I trust I give a similar one to Rav, David and Stu. 

Remember, we are just custodians. We nurture and do our best. More than that we can’t do. So long and see you 

somewhere. Be proud to be a Lion! 

Please put District Handover in the agenda. Sunday 10/7 at the Old Court Hotel in Symonds Yat West, Ross-on-Wye 

HR9 6DA.Getting together from 10.00, lunch and a few short speeches, I guess. Cost £15.- to be paid to the District 

Treasurer.  

3/6 Shirley Cider & Beer Festival,      4/6 Castle Bromwich Charter 

8/6 Visit Coventry Godiva LC       11/6 Rugby Rokeby  Charter 

12/6 Acocks Green LC Charter       17/6 Corby & District Charter 

18/6 Guiding Lion Training      19/6 Council (Zoom) 

25/6 Birmingham Handsworth Charter 26/6 Leicester Host Charter 

And to end my year,  is 10th July District Handover. Please don’t miss it and join me in welcoming our new team 

and our newest members 

MARGARET NASH BRIDGEND GWYN WILLIAMS

NIGEL THOMAS PACKER PEMBROKE & PEMBROKE DOCK ANGELA CAROLINE WALTON

GLYN GOUGH PEMBROKE & PEMBROKE DOCK STUART JAMES WALTON

NICK LAWFORD PORTHCAWL RICHARD HOPKINS

BRISTOL BRUNEL

CWBI 2020 VIRTUAL 
DURSLEY 

ROSS ON WYE 

BRIDGEND SEAN MOYLAN
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Membership Matters 
Were you at MD Convention? 

Did you see the badges Lions were wearing – a button badge that gave a simple message of what to avoid 

saying :   

“But we’ve always done it this way” 

It’s a phrase that some equate to “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it”, and is often meant with good intentions.  

However, it can be a phrase that is misused and said to avoid having to think about improving, modifying or 

making changes. 

Learning from the past is good. Reinventing old ideas can give them a fresh identity. 

As we move towards a new Lions year now might be a good time to talk about how to make any changes in your 

Club that might be worth trying over the next year.  

This year,  we have done brilliantly well in bringing new Lions into our District. We need to make sure these new 

members enjoy being Lions and want to stay, so we have to avoid hanging on to old ways and old traditions that 

don’t fit in with modern society.  

New ideas refresh Clubs. They stop things getting repetitive and “same old same old”. 

Long-standing Lions must listen to the ideas of our newer members and learn from what they say. 

Everyone needs to look out for new ideas for Service, Fundraising and Social activities – they are out there! Its 

easy to share ideas with other Clubs and find out what they do, just go to Zone meetings, look at Facebook or 

even visit another Club.  

Not every new idea will work and not every new idea is right for every Club but one thing we do know – we have 

to stop saying “but we’ve always done it that way”….. 

Sue Wilding 105CW Membership Team    gmt@lions105cw.org.uk 

mailto:gmt@lions105cw.org.uk
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Update on LCIF Response Ukraine Refugee Appeal 
- 31st May 2022

Lions in  our district have now raised £ 76,931.64

The need is huge and we have responded.  This figure is not the final amount 

as many clubs have supported Ukraine direct. 

Latest example is Chipping Sodbury Lions who arranged a coach to take relief 

supplies to Lviv Lions warehouse near the border with Ukraine.  

Wotton Lions hitched a lift and delivered £2,000 of trauma kits that had been 

specially requested by Lviv Lions.  

Remember these grants are made by Lions to Lions, who administer and deliver this support where it is needed 

so far serving over 150,000 beneficiaries. Please keep the donations coming in as Lions / LCIF will be supporting 

Ukraine for the long term. 

Zone 9 Support for Worcestershire Young Farmers 

Zone 9 comprises 6 Clubs, Bromsgrove, Droitwich, Kidderminster & 

District, Malvern Hills Redditch and Worcester.  Working together, 

they gave their support to the Young Farmers of Worcestershire at 

their first rally held for a couple of years. Sincere thanks are due to all 

those Lions who attended on the day and made this possible. 

How did they do this? 

On Saturday 7th May the rally was held at the YF purpose-built 

Headquarters known as Shires Farm, Worcester. The day was sunny 

and dry so constructing the Zone gazebo was straightforward and 

Lions were given a prominent position on the route in and out of the 
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event. The Membership stand was set up to one side of the gazebo. Great visibility! 

Lions were asked to be the Main Gate Stewards so they were able to welcome everyone and wish them an 

enjoyable day. Great interaction! 

The Zone 9 Clubs sponsored the attendance of a Silver Star Diabetes testing unit where many members of the 
public were able to be assessed and have a 1 to 1 consultation. Great Service! 

Our MD and District GMT Lion Sue Wilding attended to support the Zone efforts as did PDG Keith. Great District 
support! 

During the day, Lions met and spoke with the Worcestershire YF Chairman, Cameron Adams. Cameron not only 
acknowledged that it was great to have Lions in attendance but also offered a non-voting position on 
Worcestershire Executive Board to a Lion representative. To take up that offer swiftly, Lion Richard Williams said 
he will accept that position and make a start. Great relationship-building! 

Lion Sue said, “Clubs working together as a Zone and building relationships has to be a good way to make 
progress in Membership activity, Service activity and Fellowship with fun”.   

The future of Young Farmers working with Lions is growing in strength, Across the British Isles, MD105 is are 
working in 6 counties so far and this will continue to grow. District CW and Zone 9 are leading the way and 
showing how it is done. 

Chepstow and Caldicot Lions—50th Anniversary and International President's Award 

At their 50th anniversary Charter Night in the Beaufort Hotel, Chepstow, Lion President Denise Harrison, first-ever 
female President of the Chepstow and Caldicot Lions, was awarded an International President's Award and this 
was handed over by District Governor, Lion Jaap de Jonge.  

You've been Flamingoed!  
Chepstow and Caldicot Lions have launched a fabulous concept to bring smiles and fun to any occasion. 

The people of Chepstow, Caldicot and surrounding villages, can book 30 flamingos to appear at any local location 
of their choice. Placement and collection is included in the very reasonable hire fee. Surprise a bride on her hen 
do? Add some excitement for a kids birthday? Fetes, weddings, garden parties, selfies among the birds…… the 
possibilities are endless! 

Ultimately they bring a smile and that’s what it’s all about. Every penny raised goes back into the community 
supporting local causes.  

Orders are coming in - and our latest booking will be at a school fair, so plenty word of mouth to follow, we hope. 
Find out more on the Chepstow and Caldicot Lions website. www.chepstowcaldicotlions.org.uk/page-9.php 

http://www.chepstowcaldicotlions.org.uk/page-9.php?fbclid=IwAR0xV-7hYUhljpt9ePR8cYfWbZWkZRfaMdWVLyIK0lGLojJCJoPPmfc34tM
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Lion Brian Prout was instrumental in encouraging women to become Lions, and appropriately, at this award 
ceremony both the President and Vice President are women - both of whom became Lions following Lion Brian's 
persistent, persuasive, recruitment and encouragement!  Brian was presented with a Melvin Jones Fellow Award 
by District Governor Lion Jaap de Jonge. The Mayor of Caldicot, Cllr Jim Higginson was also present.  
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The 3 Million Steps - Side to Side challenge! 

Chepstow and Caldicot Lions  had a busy long weekend supporting two amazing Lions doing amazing things for 

brain injury awareness.  

In 2019 Lion Zara and Lion Ian (of Bungay Lions) walked Lands End to John O'Groats. On May 4th they began their 

next challenge to walk across the UK from west to east starting at St Davids.  

In 2016, Lion Zara was only 29, working in the Caribbean when she suffered a freak seizure at the wheel of her car 

causing it to crash. This resulted in a TBI – six bleeds on her brain, paralysis, fractures to her neck, shoulder, back 

and upper part of her body. She had to be taught how to swallow, talk and walk again.  

Lion Zara is a very determined young lady, she and her partner Lion Ian have now passed through Wales over the 

Severn Bridge and are continuing their walk to Ness Point, Lowestoft, (estimated at 0ne Million Steps, and where 

Zara's father Peter was a Lion) finishing the walk on the 2 July 2022.  

Follow Zara and Ian's progress or donate to 3 Million Steps at: https://3millionsteps.org/side-to-side/ 

 

Chepstow and Caldicot Lions supported the amazing duo over 4 days whilst on their 'patch', providing transport 

after each day's walk, assisting in the locating of suitable overnight parking for the mobile home support vehicle, 

other logistics, and donated the sum of £500. 

 

https://3millionsteps.org/side-to-side/?fbclid=IwAR0fyOPfYVfqBWYE1Su3I5UcA015B2AwLIMelYkdMU4IYiMP6twWCmLztkA
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Warwick Lions have had a long association with 

No.1368 Squadron Air Cadets who as part of their 

community service experience provide valuable assistance 

to the Lions at the Town Bonfire & Fireworks and in 

making up Christmas food parcels for the needy.  

When  members of the Warwick Club learnt that the 

cadets were experiencing problems obtaining essential 

first aid training equipment they stepped in and presented 

the Squadron with 10 sets of Mini Anne training manikins 

to enable a cohort of new recruits to receive their 

mandatory essential life saving skills. 

 

Coventry Godiva Lions  - Deafness and Dementia/Alzheimer’s awareness event 

Coventry Godiva Lions in partnership with Audiology services, University Hospitals Coventry and Warwickshire 

NHS Trust, Royal National Institute for Deaf People  (which is the largest charity representing more than 8.7 

million deaf and hard of hearing people,) and Dementia Connect Local Services team at Alzheimer's Society 

Coventry, conducted a day-long event at the Canon Park Shopping Centre, Coventry.  

It sought to promote the knowledge of deafness and dementia/Alzheimer’s disease. This was held on Sunday the 

8th of May, 2022, during the Deaf Awareness Week (2nd - 8th May). Deaf Awareness Week is run on an annual 

basis by the UK Council on Deafness.  

Since there is a strong scientific link between hearing loss and the development of dementia, organizations 

representing these seemingly diverse conditions were brought together on the same platform to educate 

members of the general public. It encapsulated the Lions motto of “We serve” and was one of a series of 

community health awareness events undertaken by the club in 2021-22.  
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Tetbury Lions Wacky Races 

The first bank holiday on the 2nd May saw the return to Tetbury of the Wacky Races. The event had to be cancelled 

in both 2020 and 2021 due to the pandemic and the club members thought that there might be a reasonable turn 

out as normality was starting to return. 

We were 

overwhelmed by 

the response. 

Some 7,000 

people came to 

this free event. 

There were 23 

karts and over 30 

stalls. 

The whole day 

was a brilliant 

example of the 

Tetbury 

Community 

pitching in to 

help. Pupils from 

Sir William 

Romneys School, 

junior players 

from the Rugby 

Club, Tetbury’s 

cricketers all helped set up the downhill course with its infamous ramp jump and hairpin bend. They also helped to 

dismantle it at the end of the day. 

Local businesses gave invaluable assistance. Eagle Plant transported the spectator barriers kindly loaned by 

Westonbirt Arboretum. A local farmer provided 180 straw bales for the day, which he delivered and took back. 

Lion President, Maggie Heaven, said “This event was a real economic boost for Tetbury. Every stall had queues for 

all sorts of refreshments and the local pubs and shops had a marvellous day. On behalf of Tetbury Lions Club, I 

would like to especially thank The Priory Inn and Arkells Brewery for sponsoring the event.” 

A total of some £4,000 was raised for Mental Health Charities and the people of Ukraine. 

The Wing Walk 

On the 21st May, Lion President, Maggie Heaven, and Vice-President, Phil Williams, took to the skies for a formation 

Wing Walk over the Cotswolds.. 

Take off speed was 65 knots and flying speed was 100 knots and the event took place at Rendcomb Airfield near 

Cirencester under the watchful guidance of AeroSuperBatics, whose professional wing walkers made sure that both 

Maggie and Phil were well strapped in. It was also reassuring that the professional pilots kept an eye on the 

intrepid pair while the flight was in progress. 

£6,000 was raised by the dynamic duo’s sponsors. 
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Wotton Lions 

Your editor is a proud member of Wotton under Edge Lions.   The club has been was charted over 45 years ago. 

Yes, the editor was a charter member. 

A few years back Wotton consisted of 10 grey haired older men and had been that way for ten years.  Today we 

are 22 members with 5 female members and two prospective members.   We may not be as big as some but 

certainly serve our community. 

 

Ciara and Ally Bryson, you are absolute stars. Raising £1115 for our Ukraine appeal at your Bring and Buy sale.  

Wotton have so far raised £6,000 for Ukraine. 

 

Wotton in Bloom.  

Wotton under Edge is famous for it’s hanging baskets.   Organised by a separate group. The Lions help each year 

putting up and taking down at the end of the season.  
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Wotton Lions incoming president Geoff Richardson was recently honoured by Bournestream trust for his work 
with the Lions in helping to refurbish and maintain Bournestream - A play and picnic site for children with 
special needs.  

Every year Wotton Lions help with ensuring that the site is ready for the new season. This year the project was 
bigger than usual. The main building was in a bad way and needed replacement of various panels and front 
porch. 
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Editor: Lion Pat Comer       Lion Magazine Liaison:  Lion Brigitte Green 

 

Email: news@lions105cw.org.uk     Closing date for articles is 25th of month 

So…….why did Wotton get two pages and your club was not mentioned. 

Maybe because your club did not submit anything for inclusion.   

We can all learn (copy) ideas from each other to better serve our communities.  Please, for our new Lions year 
encourage your club to report your projects. Sharing is caring— or something like that :)  

The last item is to encourage you and your club to attend the district handover.   

District Handover Sunday 10th July 2022 

Jaap’s & Claire’s  year is coming to an end and he will transfer the chain of office to incoming DG Rav & Jas. 

You are all invited to a fantastic day on Sunday July 10th. Contrary to last year, the more, the merrier. 

The doors open at 10.30am, lunch is served at 12.00, you can leave when you want. There is no program. It is 
pure social. Ok, perhaps a few short speeches. 

Lunch is a Roast - choice of...Beef (Hereford local), Lamb, Chicken or Vegetarian.  Cost £15 

When booking, email Lion Joy Haffner, postmaster@lions105cw.org.uk with your, choice, any dietary 

requirements and payment information. 

Location: The Old Court Hotel, Symonds Yat West, Ross-on-Wye HR9 6DA 

Bank details: 

Acc: Lions Clubs International District 105 

Sort code: 30-95-47 

acc. number: 00527060 

Reference: “Your name” handover 

If paying by cheque, write on the back “handover” 

Post to: 

Lion Christine Moss, 12 Hillhurst Grove, Castle Bromwich, Birmingham B36 9TS 

Cash on the day is acceptable, although pre-payment is preferred, but make sure you have registered, otherwise 

no food! 

Closing date is the 1st July. 

 

THAT’S IT. 

 

 

mailto:postmaster@lions105cw.org.uk



