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#TEAMCW 
105CW News and Information  May 22 

 

From our DG Jaap 

When I wrote the April newsle�er, the war in Ukraine was about a month old. Now it is 2 months since we le' a 

peaceful Europe for one at war. The good news is that Lion Iryna King was able to bring her parents into the 

country and has been vocal in promo�ng the Ukrainian cause in the Midlands. Lion Ian Haffner, LCIF coordinator 

will update us about the fund raising. I know that many clubs have been involved in fund raising and sending goods 

into the East. Keep on doing that. When it is all over, I am sure we will have to do our bit in rebuilding this damaged 

country. So be prepared. 

 

The first half of the month was rather quiet Lions wise as I spent 10 days in the lap of the family in the Netherlands. 

Some birthdays needed to be celebrated face to face a'er having missed this for too long. I returned and had a 

great �me with the Lions in Chepstow & Caldicot LC, celebra�ng their 50
th

 charter. The highlight was definitely the 

presenta�on of a MJF to Lion Brian Prout. 

 

26/4 I represented CW at Lady Godiva’s 40
th

 anniversary. The 

Lady Godiva charity supports the local Lions and I was delighted 

to be invited to support her this �me. 

 

Then the end of the month had us a�ending the Mul�ple District 

Conven�on. It was a great event. Lion Richard made us in CW feel 

proud and his gi' of an MJF Award to his wife Lion Jackie had me 

in tears. He is a big guy and when you cut him through the 

middle, it says LIONS. 

 

Please put our District Handover in your agenda. Sunday 10/7 at the Old Court Hotel in Symonds Yat West, Ross-on

-Wye HR9 6DA. GeAng together from 10 am, lunch and a few short speeches, I guess. Cost £15.- to be paid to the 

District Treasurer. All details in a separate mailing. 

 

DG May Agenda  

14/5 Pembroke Charter  

15/5 Solihull Charter/Melton Mowbray Charter 

16/5 Coventry Mercia event  

21/5 Aldridge & District Charter 

22/5 Cabinet mee�ng, Shires Farm  

 

 

 

 

Abertillery Barrie Page

Dudley Maxine Swingell

Dursley Paul Jones

Kenilworth Robert Gallafent

Kenilworth Jonathan Rea

Welcome to our new members
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Past Interna"onal President Jim Irvine visits 105CW and Baby Life Line 

During a break from preparing to a�end MD 105 70
th

 Conven�on PID Geoff Leeder asked MD 105 LCFIF 

Coordinator Andy Pemberton to arrange a visit to Baby Lifeline to understand their project to help Ukraine.  

Baby Life Line are recognised as one of the UK’s leading mother and new-born baby chari�es.  

Pregnant or postpartum Ukrainian women and their babies are struggling to get the care they need.   Baby Life 

Line have been supplying out-of-hospital birth bags and other vital equipment so that mothers and babies can 

have the safest care possible in the circumstances they find themselves in: birthing in bomb shelters, metros, and 

evacua�ng hospitals.  

In the space of 2 days the size of the party led by our own DG Jaap and Council Chair grew to 14, plus 6 members 

of Balsall Common Lions. 

CC Richard and District Governors from 105 CE and SC being shown the contents of the out of Hospital Birth bag 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CC Richard showing the Birth bag to PID Geoff Leeder and PID Phil Nathan. Phil worked hard to help rebuild the 

Maternity services in Mostar following the war in the Balkans 

It was a brief visit which ended with Sara Ledger, daughter of Baby Lifeline Founder Judy Ledger being invited to 

address MD Conven�on next day.  

The presenta�on moved Conven�on and she was given a great recep�on thanking them for their efforts to assist 

Ukrainian mothers. 
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Update on LCIF Response Ukraine Refugee Appeal 

 - 1
st

 May 2022 
 

LCIF support for Ukraine now at $1.3m  

The last published figure for LCIF grants made to help Ukraine refugees 

totalled $936k. This figure changes weekly and we heard at the MD 

conven�on that this figure now stands at $1.3m. Projects include providing 

food, blankets, clothing, medicines, hygiene products and much more. Grants 

have so far been made to Poland, Hungary, Romania, Ukraine, Slovakia, 

Austria, Armenia, Turkey, Finland, Germany, Lithuania, Bulgaria, Greece, Italy and again the list grows weekly. 

Remember these grants are made by Lions to Lions, who administer and deliver this support where it is needed 

so far serving over 150,000 beneficiaries. Please keep the dona�ons coming in as Lions / LCIF will be suppor�ng 

Ukraine for the long term. 

I’ll take this opportunity to thank all clubs and individuals that have supported LCIF including the Ukraine appeal, 

your response and support has been fantas�c. There is s�ll �me to donate and a make a difference!  

Please send Cheques to our District Treasurer Lion Chris�ne Moss endorsed on the back which area of LCIF you are 

dona�ng to , if Ukraine then it is, Campaign 100 - Ukraine Refugee and displaced persons fund. If dona�ng by BACs 

please confirm by email to 105CW Treasurer, Lion Chris�ne Moss, again confirming exactly where you wish the 

dona�on to go. 

Our campaign 100, target $300m – over $268.1m received at the last count with 2 months to go.  105CW has 

contributed over $245k cumula�vely with over $94k this year. With dona�ons going through this will exceed 

$100k this year. Well done everyone, let’s keep the momentum going. 

 

PDG Lion Ian Haffner 

District LCIF Coordinator 

lcif@lions105cw.org.uk  
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Membership Ma�ers. 

 

Two months un�l the end of the Lions Year! How �me flies – we must use it wisely. In the longer 

term we can be thinking of the future, puAng some plans in place for how we will con�nue to 

grow our Club and extend our reach. In the immediate future we will  have the opportunity to be at outdoor 

events that will give us visibility in our communi�es through the summer and autumn 2022. 

Many Clubs say they have a plan to increase their Membership. Is that an actual, wri�en plan with clear ac�ons 

and someone responsible for taking them? Does this include publicising what you do 

and asking people to join with you? 

Poten�al New Members will only come if they like the look of what you do. If you carry 

out projects that interest non-Lions, you will have a be�er chance of a�rac�ng interest. 

Watch the news, ask your own family members or neighbours, check out what younger 

people are interested in. We don’t bring in new Members by just hoping they will 

appear, we have to make an impact and be showing that we care about our world and 

the people in it. 

Membership growth takes �me and we cannot ever give up.  We need to keep our eyes 

and ears open for opportuni�es to promote the good that Lions do. There is no magic answer, we all have to be as 

ac�ve as we can, wearing our Lions logo with pride, talking to the public and building rela�onships with like-

minded people. 

Very soon we will have workshops for those taking on some of the key roles in our Clubs. We will be including our 

Membership Teams, looking at how the role of Membership Chair can work and be of benefit to your Club. I hope 

that many of you who are involved and interested in Membership will be able to join that session and par�cipate 

in the discussion, your views and ideas will always be of value.  

 

Saying Thank You 

As we come to the last 2 months of this year, now is the �me to get ready to say thank you. We all like to know 

we are appreciated for what we do and that includes those non-Lions who volunteer alongside us as well as our 

members. A short thank you note for what has gone before helps to retain posi�ve rela�onships and build links 

for the future.  

Remember also those in the Club who have done that bit more to help keep things going. They might not want a 

fuss, but they deserve to know what they have done is appreciated. Recogni�on that is deserved is always of 

value so (a hint to outgoing Officers) find ways to thank the key people in your Club who have kept the pride of 

Lions going. 

Sue Wilding 105CW Membership Team    gmt@lions105cw.org.uk 

 

Sight Awareness and Recycle for Sight update. 

  

Latest updates concerning spectacle recycling from Na�onal Headquarters. We now have two recycling centres in 

Chichester and Birmingham. Why two?? The organisa�on known as Vision Aid Overseas was the biggest name in 

the recycling of spectacles world. During Covid they decided to cease recycling spectacles and that elevated Lions 

Clubs to the number one slot, almost overnight. The demand then placed on Chichester grew tenfold and the 

team raised the alarm that they were struggling to cope with the huge numbers of glasses being sent to them. The 

Council of Governors agreed, we had to act and in consulta�on with Chichester and the team working at HQ and 

the Global Service Team it was decided we would open a second recycling centre at HQ. The team from 



 

105CW May 2022 news and Informa�on  Page 5 

Chichester helped to get the first floor of HQ set up as a new recycling centre and a visit to Chichester from the 

HQ Office Manager helped to understand more on the processes involved. 

  

Spectacle processing at Na�onal Headquarters (HQ) has been opera�onal 

since 1st October 2021 & goes from strength to strength. HQ receive 

spectacles from 105CW, CN & N. Our Na�onal Headquarters are working, 

in collabora�on with Chichester Lions who con�nue to receive spectacles 

from the other districts. Clubs can either deliver their consignments to HQ 

themselves or have them delivered (at the club’s own cost, unfortunately). 

Bearing in mind the numbers involved, please ensure that your club 

contacts HQ (0121 441 4544) beforehand to arrange a mutually agreeable 

date. A team of local volunteers has been recruited and trained to help 

sort the spectacles in Birmingham.   

  

What happens to the spectacles? Some of the spectacles we collect will be recycled to have a second use as they 

are broken or unsuitable.  Not one single pair of spectacles is sent to landfill. Some of the spectacles we receive go 

on to help children and adults in developing countries to enjoy a be�er quality of life. Countries that have 

received spectacles from Lions include Brazil, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Senegal, Greece, Amazon River Basin, 

Nepal, Ethiopia, Jordan, Cuba, Mongolia, Peru, Honduras, Guatemala, The Dominican Republic, Panama and 

Indonesia. Exactly as Chichester has done HQ will work with Medico in France to con�nue to get suitable 

spectacles moved on to those that need them. Brexit has been a new challenge but a'er mee�ng with the French 

District Governor who covers the area that homes Medico we know we are all working together to find a solu�on 

to those challenges. In the mean�me, we are working with other Chari�es that ship various items abroad and 

they want to offer our spectacles to those that don't experience the standards of eye care that we have at our 

disposal. Spectacles sorted in HQ have already been shipped to The Gambia, Chad and Tanzania. Many will 

experience corrected vision for the first �me, enabling them to read, a�end school, gain employment and take 

care of their families. 

  

In the same way that Chichester processes its spectacles any scrap materials 

from unsuitable spectacles yield some funds which in �me will generate funds 

to help support the sor�ng opera�on and will enable us to provide financial 

support to vision related projects in the UK and overseas. 

  

Your support in dona�ng your spectacles will go a long way to play a key role in 

the success of this most worthwhile project. If as a Club you are collec�ng 

spectacles please do report this ac�vity on your “MyLion” account. When 

sending your spectacles in to HQ please do not include spectacle cases or the 

cleaning cloths but, incidentally, some clubs have raised a li�le money from 

selling designer cases at their events. 

  

HQ will also take hearing aids, which are duly refurbished or stripped for parts & will subsequently benefit the 

most in need. 

  

There are recycling boxes and s�ckers available at HQ... please talk to the team - we are all working together to 

ensure this wonderful service project grows from strength to strength. The work of our Club members collec�ng 
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spectacles from so many outlets ensures that we are not the well kept secret that many believe us to be. Google 

the following ques�on - How to recycle old glasses? Lions Clubs pop up as the answer to the ques�on. 

  

Lastly, on the recycling theme, HQ also collect; foreign coinage + pre-decimal Bri�sh coins, plas�c bo�le tops, 

tablet blister-packs (empty) & bras! These can be slipped into a box of spectacles & itemised on the label. 

  

We thank all our Clubs working so hard to collect spectacles, hearing aids and other items we s�ll truly are 

'Knights of the blind'. 

 

 

 Club News 
 

Hereford Lions 

Dog for the Blind 

Hereford Lions Club has donated £5,000 to pay for a dog currently being trained to eventually assist a city blind 

person. The puppy has already been named Leo, a link to Lions. Vicki  Manley, herself blind, secretary of the 

Hereford Guide Dog for the Blind received the dona�on at a club mee�ng from the president, Sian Bayliss one of 

her personal projects for her two year term ending in July. 

Mobility aids to Hereford Help 

Ukrainians,  welcoming refugees arriving in the county.  Lion Terry Williams said: “The refugees will mostly be 

mothers and children, but some elderly amongst them might be disabled and need support.” 

The volunteers are well prepared with a warehouse full of clothes and everything else the refugees, now  close to 

300 total will need. The group leader Dean Granger said: “We had already made 14 trips with vital supplies to the 

Ukrainian border and now we are ready to support the refugees as they arrive in the county.” 



 

105CW May 2022 news and Informa�on  Page 7 

Appeal comes to frui"on for former Olympian 

Wellingborough & District Lions appealed to the Waendel Leisure Centre to consider gran�ng free 

membership to Anita Neal, a former Olympic athlete and European medallist from Wellingborough, who had 

fallen on hard �mes. 

Anita grew up in Wellingborough and par�cipated at two Olympic Games, 

Mexico City in 1968 - where she was recognised as the first black female 

athlete to represent Great Britain - and Munich in 1972. 

She con�nues to encourage people to keep fit by giving talks and last year 

had an exhibi�on showing her achievements at Wellingborough Museum, 

which coincided with the opening of the Olympic Games in Tokyo. 

Unfortunately, Anita cannot keep up her fitness regime as she would wish 

to due to the financial difficul�es she finds herself in, through no fault of 

her own. 

Wellingborough Lions felt she deserved recogni�on for her past 

achievements from the town in which she grew up and where she s�ll 

lives. They were delighted when their efforts came to frui�on recently and Anita received a free membership to 

the Waendel Leisure Centre in Wellingborough. 

Lion President, Yvonne Lawson is pictured with Anita Neil alongside the swimming pool at the Waendel Leisure 

Centre in Wellingborough. 

Coventry Godiva Lions 

Women’s health and wellness event in connec�on with the Interna�onal Women’s day and Women’s awareness 

week 2022, adop�ng the theme: “Gender equality today for a sustainable tomorrow”, Coventry Godiva Lions 

along with Coventry Naviga�on 1 (primary care team) conducted the above on Sunday the 13th of March in 

Coventry. It encapsulated the Lions mo�o of “We serve” and was one of a series of community health awareness 

events undertaken by the club in 2021-22. It sought to highlight health, integrate social care elements and 

involved fun ac�vi�es to holis�cally support women’s well-being.  
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Experts from a dozen healthcare provider organiza�ons were on site to educate the par�cipants about screening 

(cervical, breast and bowel cancer) screening, perinatal health, bowel and bladder con�nence, general health and 

well-being, mental health, alcohol and substance abuse, and integrated sexual health. The Lions, “Message in a 

bo�le” and LCIF theme of “Spectacles recycling” were promoted. Informa�on was given about how to deal with 

challenges facing migrants and homeless, role of listening/volunteering services, Policing and dealing with domes�c 

violence. Sessions were held yoga, medita�on, Ayurveda and physical fitness. Moreover, fun and frolic was 

incorporated in the form of fashion, clothing, jewellery, cra's/arts, mehendi (tradi�onal ar�s�c pain�ng) and 

workshops for the elderly and lonely. It also provided a forum for par�cipa�ng organiza�ons to network among 

themselves as new rela�onships were fostered to help the community. The Lord Mayor and Mayoress of Coventry 

were in a�endance. 

You got to page 8—congratula"ons.   

 

Have you read about your club in this issue?  

Why not? 

The following was sent to the editor 

Warwick Lions would like to congratulate 105CW News & Informa"on on the excellent job that it is doing.   

A widespread organisa�on such as Lions needs some form of structure such as a magazine or newsle�er to provide 

corporate informa�on, to keep clubs in touch with each other, to adver�se their ac�vi�es and to pass on useful �ps 

to help members feel that they are part of an organisa�on that they recognise.  

We are fortunate enough to enjoy all of this in our District.  

Regre�ably too few clubs contribute ar�cles at the moment but we can only hope that this will improve in the 

future. 

Editor note: agree with Warwick—very few clubs share their success . Please encourage your club to do so. Thanks. 

If you have any ideas as to how we encourage other clubs to submit reports the editor would be pleased to hear 

from you. 

If you are interested in taking on the role of editor for 2022/23 and want to know what is involved in pu�ng it 

together.  

Drop an email to news@lions105cw.org.uk  

It is important for Lions to take on new roles to bring new ideas and help our district grow. 

 

 

Editor: Lion Pat Comer       Lion Magazine Liaison:  Lion Brigi<e Green 

 

Email: news@lions105cw.org.uk     Closing date for ar"cles is 25th of month 


