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News from DG Lion Jaap 
 

March was the busy month I expected it to be. I was very sa�sfied to round off my 3-year quest of visi�ng all the 

clubs in District CW. I will not forget them. It al started with Towcester LC and the last one was Kington LC. I really 

was impressed by the enthusiasm of the Lions I met there. I was not aware that the club was down to one member, 

Lion Tony Collier, who decided that the club would not close on his watch and recruited new members and the club 

is roaring away. A similar effort is now happening in Dudley where the club was down to 1 and with a great effort 

by a number of people, this club is also rising as a phoenix from the ashes. It is quite clear, where there is a will, 

there is a way. 

 

The district conven�on (see pictures at end of newsle�er) was, from where I sat, a good event and as far as I am 

aware, the consensus was that it indeed was. My gra�tude to the organisers and presenters of this day. Duly 

elected were Lions Rav Sandhu, DGE, David Mckirdy, 1VDGE, Stu 

Young 2VDGE. I am sure our district will be in good hands and I trust 

you support this team as you supported me. 

 

We then went to France to join our Normandy friends at 103NIE. 

Luckily Lion Claire and I know some French, so between us and 

French Lions knowing some English, we made our selves understood. 

Joining their conference was quite an eyeopener. They do it different. 

And, as you expect, the food was from another planet. The lunch for 

instance, not a sandwich and an apple, to be eaten in 30 odd 

minutes. No, a 2.5 hour lunchbreak with a delicious meal with wine. 

And about 300 people a;ended. Yes, the cultural difference is also 

gastronomic. 

 

As I re-read my February le;er to you, I saw that it was 

wri;en pre-Ukraine war. We are now a month on and it 

looks even for us that we are in a different life. It is 

amazing that our Mul�ple District has so far donated 

around £180,000 to the LCIF Refugee appeal and we are 

s�ll coun�ng.  

 

Please keep on dona�ng. With millions of people 

displaced, this is a disaster that needs support for a long 

�me. 

 

This month we have the MD conven�on in Birmingham. I hope to meet many of you. 

 

I am pleased to welcome our new members and wish you every success in your Lions ac�vi�es. 

 

DG April Agenda  

18 Kidderminster Duck Race 

23 Chepstow and Caldico; Charter 

28/4-1/5 Council mee�ng and MD Conven�on 

BALSALL COMMON IAN HEDLEY NUNEATON JASBINDER KAUR SANDHU

BRIDGEND MARI SUTTON PEMBROKE & PEMBROKE DOCK JULIA MCQUILLAN

CARDIFF GARETH LEE WELLESBOURN CATHY A KENNEDY
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Membership Ma�ers. 

Spring is a �me for things to grow – so I am asking you again to think about how you are 

growing your friendship and fellowship in your Club. 

 

It has been wonderful to see pictures online of Clubs holding social events and it was 

fantas�c to see so many happy Lions gathering at District Conven�on in March. The fun and fellowship that comes 

from these events is the ‘glue’ that holds a Club together. It is important to make sure that all of our members in 

all of our Clubs are happy and find their life in Lions sa�sfying, rewarding and fun. 

With summer coming, it is important to 

plan ahead, involve all members and 

consider what you can do in Service and 

fellowship. We spend most of our �me 

talking about Service and helping 

others, but we mustn’t forget that we 

also need to help each other. In our 

plans for our Service and fundraising 

events we should also include a way to 

gather and relax aDer a job well done. 

Friendship, pa�ence, empathy and 

respect for others is important. Think 

posi�vely and speak kindly, be aware 

that anyone might be hiding an unspoken worry or a troubled mind. I have spoken to many former Lions about 

why they leD and research has backed up what they say. Lions don’t leave LCI, or Mul�ple District or District, they 

leave a Club and oDen that is because the members are not pulling together and lacking friendship for each other.  

Care for our fellow Lions is as important now as ever and we must build and maintain posi�ve rela�onships. Yes, 

this will help us to retain our members. but it will also give us the basis of a sociable, happy Club that will be 

a;rac�ve to poten�al new Members when they see us out and about, ac�ve in Service and together in fellowship. 

Sue Wilding 105CW Membership Team    gmt@lions105cw.org.uk 

As Compe��ons Officers, we were delighted to announce the trophy winners at the recent 105CW District 

Conven�on. 

 

Best Kept Website went to Wo'on Lions  

Best Social Media was awarded to Worcester Lions  

Membership Growth award went to Dudley Lions  with an amazing 200% growth 

Winner in the combined-category Photography Compe��on was Lion Ian Haffner of CWBI 2020 Virtual 

 

All were thoroughly well deserved and certainly set a standard to follow. District Governor, Lion Jaap de Jong 

presented the awards 
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Looking forward, are you working towards an award for YOUR club? Spring is certainly in the air so now is the �me 

to get out, enjoy some fresh air and take some photographs for entry into the Photography Compe��on.  

Remember, you have five great categories to choose from: 

• Plants 

• Weather phenomenon  

• Animals 

• Other aspects of nature, including landscapes, seascapes etc 

 

We’ve already started to get a few entries coming through for this year so there’s no �me to lose.   

Will your club win for the : 

• Best Kept Website 

• Best Social Media 

• Membership Growth (based on percentage growth) 

• Travelling Lions 

And, of course, the pres�gious DG Award for Best Club. 

Speaking of Travelling Lions, there were a lot of Lions in evidence at Conven�on so we look forward to seeing 

more of  those entries coming through. 

So, lots to play for and we are looking forward to being kept very busy collec�ng entries ready for presenta�ons at the next 

District Conven�on. 

Lions Jan and Ralph Watson  -  Your Compe��ons Officers 

 

Club News 

Cardiff Lions  

Chander Chadha from Cardiff Lions have been looking for new places to put one of 

their collec�ng bins.  Cardiff have been amazed at the response form the community 

who recognise the value these items have when recycled by the Lions.  The community 

hub at The Powerhouse in Llanederyn is the latest to join the team, collec�ng 

unwanted spectacles and hearing aids for refurbishment for the needy. Pictured is 

Chander handing a bin to Megan of  The Powerhouse. 

 

Moseley and Kings Heath 

A lovely evening was had by all as we held our Presenta�on Evening at the Kings Heath Cricket Club and a 

wonderful way to thank both members and supporters for all their support with our 2021 Sleigh ac�vi�es and to 

share out the dona�ons we received with those who assisted our busy December programme of events.  

Photos show some of our supporters receiving their dona�ons: • Wheelers Lane Sch PT • Arrive Alive • Free 

wheelers Blood bikes • ‘Nice’ • The Scout Associa�on • Kinmoss • Music in Mo�on • The Eco Workshop 

StraMord • Arts all over the Place •Dawberry Fields Li;er Pickers  
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Blaby & District Lions Club have been keeping busy, we may only have five members and a guide dog, but we 

are s�ll making a huge impact on our community.  

On 27
th

 February our club held a ‘Winter Blues Buster Luncheon’ at the Blaby Drop-In Centre, invi�ng 50 local 

pensioners for a roast dinner, prepared by club members Leonie and Stuart.  One lady reported “the food was 

very tasty, loved the custard - not had custard in months! Thank you so much for doing this, it is so nice to see 

everyone again.” The whole event was funded by a 

grant from the local council.  

We held a ‘whisky roll’ as a last-minute alterna�ve 

to entertainment aDer a cancella�on due to Covid. 

There was a 1.5L bo;le of Bells up for grabs 

donated by the Local Makro store. Whoever rolled 

a £1 coin closest to the bo;le took it home. 

ADer a lot of excitement and the closest being 

nearly a foot away the winner was crowned being 

less than an inch from the bo;le and everyone else 

gave up! Sadly the bo;le leD without being shared 

first!!! 

Special thanks go to 

Drop-In Centre volunteers who helped to serve and clear up aDerwards, and of course 

the other club members who did a lot of the dirty work too.  

On March 17
th

 we delivered 15 trees of Rowan, Crab Apple, and Blackthorn species to 

Blaby District Council, who then planted them that aDernoon around the pond of The 

Osiers Nature Area, in Braunstone Town. The trees were donated to us by the 

na�onal trust and were planted in the name of Blaby & District Lions Club as part of 

the Queen’s Green canopy, to plant a tree for the Jubilee.  With grateful thanks to 

Pete Williams, Parks & Open Spaces Manager, Blaby District Council pictured. 

 

Ukraine—Most of the clubs in 105CW are suppor�ng Ukraine.    

Members of Warwick Lions and 

helpers organised by PDG Neil 

Chisholm have been suppor�ng 

the people of Ukraine with 

dona�ons of cash, essen�al 

materials and manpower to load 

lorries at the Leamington Polish 

Club and the Ahmadiyya Muslim 

Centre. 

 

 

 

Dursley Lions 

 

Dursley Lions Club have received many kind dona�ons to help relief efforts 

for Ukrainian refugees. We are now forwarding to the collec�on point. 

Thanks to everybody for their kindness. The people of Dursley have shown 
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great generosity and Dursley Lions club is always happy to serve in whatever way we can. From our own charity 

funds we have also donated to the Lions Interna�onal fund for Ukraine. 

 

Kenilworth Lions Furniture Store – Humanitarian Support to 

Ukraine 

Kenilworth Lions  just wanted to say a big thank you to all those 

in Kenilworth and beyond who were able to support our Sale at 

the Furniture Store on Saturday. Through your help and 

generosity the takings on the day were well over £4,300, more 

than double the usual amount. The club voted to round up the 

dona�on to DEC to £5,000. This is an addi�on to the £1,000 

already sent to the LCIF fund. 

We won’t be deduc�ng anything for any expenses we might 

have incurred. 

 

Hereford Lions supports Youth Football.   

Since 1975 Hereford Lions have been taking young teenagers, mostly schoolboys to an interna�onal youth soccer 

tournament in Holland.  The tournament has  four age groups, the eldest being under 18’s. They have oDen won 

enough points to win the overall tournament  �tle. Well over 2,000 youngsters have been involved and played  

over the years, some are now 

playing as professionals. Recently 

girls were included in their own 

teams 

Covid19 halted the last two years, 

but now the tournament is back in 

ac�on for the first week In June  

hosted  by the Dutch club, 

Brederodes .The teams are hosted 

by local families and Hereford 

families host the Dutch teams 

when they come to the city later 

in the year. (Picture is from the 

2019 tournament) 

 

 

Zone 8 

Through an ini�a�ve by past zone chair John 

Tunney and following the example set by 

Wellesbourne Lions, clubs from Kenilworth, 

Southam, Stour Valley and Warwick have joined 

together to donate £3,500 to The Warwickshire & 

Solihull Blood Bikers towards running costs and the 

purchase of high visibility jackets and insulated 

containers. 

The WSBB are a voluntary group of motor cycle 

enthusiasts who transport urgent NHS medical 

supplies out of hours and over weekends and bank 

holidays saving the Health Service over £500,000 

per year. 

A presenta�on a;ended by Kenilworth and 

Warwick Lions and the local press was held at the Warwick Saturday Market  
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161 a;endees, 47 Clubs were represented at our conven�on. The pictures are courtesy of 

Karam Bharji of Wellingborough and District Lions.    

More pictures are available at:  h;ps://www.facebook.com/Lions105CWPhotos  
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Editor: Lion Pat Comer       Lion Magazine Liaison:  Lion Brigi'e Green 

 

Email: news@lions105cw.org.uk     Closing date for ar�cles is 25th of month 


