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Lions Clubs 
 
 

DISTRICT 105 CW 
 

          Welcome to 

  Your Lions Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

When caring people join together, roll up their sleeves and take 
action to make their community better, it’s a beautiful thing—and an 

incredible feeling for everyone involved.  
That’s Lions.  

Being a Lion is about leading by example, building relationships and 
improving the world through kindness.  

It’s 1.4 million caring men and women serving together so they can 
make a lasting impact and change more lives. 
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Our Name 
The Official name of our Association is  

“The International Association of Lions Clubs” 
however we mostly prefer to use the shorter form  
 “Lions Clubs International” 

 
Our Emblem 
This is our Emblem, which is found on pins, badges, 
flags, letterheads and other official materials, clothing  
and publications. 
 
The Lion heads face away from the centre, one  looking 
back to a proud past and one looking forward to the 
future. 
 

Our Motto 
 “We Serve”. 
 

Our Mission Statement 
“To empower volunteers to serve their communities, meet humanitarian 
needs, encourage peace and promote international understanding 
through Lions Clubs”. 
 

Our Multiple District 
Lions Clubs International is organised into groups of Districts known as 
“Multiple Districts”. The British Isles is known as “Multiple District 105”, 
the short version of this is “MD 105”. 
 

Our Patron 
Our Royal Patron is Her Royal Highness, The 
Countess of Wessex G.C.V.O. who became Patron of 
The Lions Clubs of the British Isles in 2004. 
 

Our Headquarters 
The main Office for our MD is in Birmingham. 
 
257 Alcester Road South 
Kings Heath 
Birmingham 
B14 6DT 
Tel 0121 441 4544    email@   mdhq@lions.org.uk 
Website    www.lionsmd105.org 
The Office Manager is Lion Brigitte Green  
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Key Roles in Your Club 
 

Each Club is run by elected Directors and Officers. There will also be 
Trustees of your Charitable Trust / CIO. 
 
The elected posts are : 
 
President (Ex Officio Trustee) 
Chief Officer of the Club for twelve months. Presides over all Club 
meetings and Directors or Trustees meetings. Represents the Club at 
official functions, presentations and events. 
 

First Vice President 
Conducts meetings in the absence of the President. It is usual for the 
First Vice President to stand for election as President for the following 
year. Some clubs also elect a Second Vice President. 
 

Secretary (Ex Officio Trustee) 
Maintains Club records and produces official Club correspondence. 
Submits monthly Membership and Service reports online. 
 

Treasurer (Ex Officio Trustee) 
Takes care of Club finances. 
Gives regular updates at meetings on all Club accounts. 
 
 
Other important roles include the following, who are appointed by The 
Club President. 
 

Membership Chair 
Responsible for the recruitment and orientation of new members, 
retention of Members and the Club Membership Growth Plan/ 
 

Lion Tamer 
The keeper of the Clubs’ regalia and equipment. 
 

Tail Twister 
A role to bring humour and light-heartedness into meetings. This might 
include pointing out silly errors and imposing small fines.  All money 
collected goes into the Club Administration Account.  
 
The Lions Year runs from 1st July to 30th June. 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

 
 
In addition to the officers, some members are invited by the 
President to chair committees which take care of the Club’s 
activities. The most usual committees are shown below (these should 
be led by a trustee in accordance with the CIO Constitution): 
 
a) Activities / fund-raising 
 
b) Service Activity in the Community 

 
c) Service Donations to individuals, the Community and LCIF 
 
d) Public Relations, Social Media and Marketing 
 
e) Social Entertainment  

 
 
Members will be allocated to join a Committee so that every member is 
active and has a role in helping the Club to function. Often these 
committees choose to meet independently and report back to the main 
Club meeting. There may be members of the Club take on projects 
within these Committees, eg in Diabetes awareness, Hunger, 
Environmental projects, Message in a Bottle and so on. 
 
Trustees or Board of Directors if not a CIO 
 
Every club has a Board of Directors or Trustees, generally composed of 
the Officers plus elected members. The Board usually meets 
independently to discuss broad issues concerning the club; particularly 
membership matters and reports their findings to the Club at the regular 
meeting. 
 
All positions on the Board of Directors are elected annually except for 
the Immediate Past President, who has finished a term of office as 
President, and thus has an automatic place on the Board. 
 
Nominations for the elected posts are called for in March each year, with 
elections taking place by April 15th. All Officers hold office from 1st July 
to 30th June of the following year. 
 
A club will also have Bye-laws a copy of which should be given to all 
members when they first join a club. 
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Some useful abbreviations and acronyms  
(in alphabetical order) 

 
 

COG Council of Governors 
 

DG District Governor 
 

1stVDG 1st Vice District Governor 
 

2ndVDG 2nd Vice District Governor 
 

DO District Officer 
 

ID International Director 
 

IP International President 
 

IPDG Immediate Past District Governor 
 

LC Lions Club 
 

LCI Lions Clubs International 
 

LCIF Lions Clubs International Foundation 
 

MD Multiple District 
 

MD 105 Multiple District 105 (British Isles) 
 

MJF Melvin Jones Fellow 
 

PDG Past District Governor 
 

PID Past International Director 
 

PIP Past International President 
 

PP Past President (Club) 
 

ZC Zone Chairman 
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Some things to know about your Club 
 

Every Club began with authority to call itself a Lions Club, being granted 
a Charter from Lions Clubs International. 
 
The annual celebration of that Charter happens in many Clubs. This 
might be a social event such as a meal or a Black Tie Night with dinner 
and dancing, Your Club will decide if and how to mark this anniversary. 
 
Your Club will belong to a Zone. This is a group of Lions Clubs in a wider 
area who are linked together under a Zone Chair. The Zone will have 
regular meetings and these are a good way to meet other Lions and 
share good ideas. 
 
Your Zone will belong to a District. There are 8 Districts in the British 
Isles, as shown on the map. Each District elects a District Governor at 
their AGM each year. The District Governor has the support of a 1st 
Vice-District Governor and a 2nd Vice-District Governor, also elected at 
the AGM. One of this team will visit your Club at least once in the year. 
 
Each District holds an annual AGM known as a District Convention. As 
well as a way to hear reports and elect the DG Team, this is a way to 
hear inspiring speakers, learn more about the wider world of Lions and 
meet a guest from the International Leadership. Your Club will be able to 
send delegates to the District Convention and any other Lion who 
wishes to can attend (though only delegates can vote).  
 
Each year, the MD holds a Convention for the Lions of the British Isles. 
Your Club can send delegates and any Lion can also attend. There will 
be International Guests and inspirational speakers as well as exhibitions 
of Lions projects and social events in the evenings. 
 
Every Lions Club operates under a Constitution and this governs how 
the Club is run. It is always good to have had a copy of your Club 
Constitution – and to have read it! 
There are separate Constitutions for each District, the Multiple District 
and the International Association of Lions Clubs. 
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A General Map of Multiple District 105 
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How is Lions Clubs International organised? 
 
The Leaders of LCI are all elected, apart from the Zone Chair who is 
appointed by a District Governor. 
 
They are: 
 

International:  LCI International President 
Country:   MD 105 Chairman of Council 
District:   District Governor 
Zone:   Zone Chair 
Club:   President 

 
 

When Did LCI begin? 
 

The Association of Lions Clubs developed from an idea of Melvin 
Jones, a community-spirited Chicago insurance agent. From the 
organisational meeting held in June 1917 the new group took the name 
of one of the groups attending, the "Association of Lions Clubs". At that 
time 22 Clubs were represented, all within the United States, and it 
was at this Convention that the Association's constitution and by-laws 
were adopted. 
 
It was not until the 1950’s that the motto “We Serve” was selected, as 
the result of a contest won by a Canadian Lion. 
 
Lionism came to the British Isles – District 105 - in 1949 with the 
chartering of Lions Club of London Host. 
 
Gradually, the concept of Lionism has spread throughout the world, 

until the present day, with clubs established in over 200 countries. 
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Global Service Areas 
 
 

 
 

Lions Projects and Activities 
 
Lions clubs around the world conduct a variety of humanitarian service 
projects, which benefit communities at local, national and international 
levels. The support at all or any of these causes is decided by the 
membership of each individual club. 
 

Youth  
Across all our Global Causes, we remain committed to serving children 
and youth. The opportunities for youth are varied and include the 
formation of Leo Clubs, recognition of the impact of youth volunteering in 
the Young Leaders in Service Award and Young Ambassador 
Competition and the annual Youth Exchange. 

 
Lions Clubs International Foundation 

 
Our mission is to support the efforts of Lions clubs and partners in 
serving communities locally and globally, giving hope and impacting 
lives through humanitarian service projects and grants. 
 
LCIF chooses projects that are in our four main areas of focus: providing 
disaster relief, supporting youth, saving sight, and meeting humanitarian 
needs. Grants are available to Lions for projects in these areas, 
according the specific criteria within each grant program. Additionally, 
LCIF partners with appropriate organizations to achieve larger goals in 
these areas, such as Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, Special 
Olympics and The Carter Centre. These partnerships are entered into 
under the direction of the LCIF Board of Trustees. 
 
 

 

http://www.lcif.org/EN/our-work/humanitarian-efforts/measles.php
http://www.lcif.org/EN/our-work/sight/opening-eyes.php
http://www.lcif.org/EN/our-work/sight/opening-eyes.php
http://www.lcif.org/EN/our-work/sight/trachoma.php
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Your Membership  
 

Membership is at the heart of any club, without members clubs would 
not exist and could not do the community service and activities they do. 
 
When you join your Club you will have a sponsor and maybe also a 
mentor. These Lions can help you to learn more about your Club and the 
wider world of Lions Clubs International. 
 
If you have any issues or problems as a member you should always talk 
this through and then it can more easily be resolved. Our Members are 
important and will always be It is always good to sort out any difficulties 
sooner rather than later. If you cannot talk to someone in your Club, try 
contacting your Zone Chair and they can point you in the right direction. 
 
 

 
Dues 

 
All Club Members are expected to pay dues. These are calculated 
annually, though individual Clubs may collect payments half-yearly or 
sometimes monthly. A portion of dues helps to maintain our District, a 
portion helps to maintain our Multiple District and a portion goes to 
maintain our International Organisation. 
It is a proud statement of Lions Clubs that no money raised goes into 
administration, salaries and so on. All these costs are funded from 
Members’ dues, thus money raised from Charitable activities is used to 
the benefit of those in need. 
 

Meetings 
 

Now you have joined your Club, you will be aware of the pattern of its 
regular meetings. You will find it helpful to attend as many meetings as 
you can, especially while you are learning about Lions. There will also 
be records made of meetings held, known as minutes, and you will be 
able to receive those regularly so you have a summary of what has been 
discussed and decided. 
 

Events 
 

Your Club will plan and hold events for Service Activities, Fundraising 
and Social. Often, Clubs in your Zone will invite you to participate in their 
events and this helps you to get to know how other Clubs run, share 
good ideas and build your network of friends and contacts. 
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 Lions International Purposes 

 
 To Create and foster a spirit of understanding among the peoples of 
the world.  
 To Promote the principles of good government and good 
citizenship.  
 To Take an active interest in the civic, cultural, social and 
moral welfare of the community.  
 To Unite the clubs in the bonds of friendship, good 
fellowship and mutual understanding.  
 To Provide a forum for the open discussion of all matters of 
public interest; provided, however, that partisan politics and sectarian 
religion shall not be debated by club members. 
 To Encourage service-minded people to serve their community 
without personal financial reward, and to encourage efficiency and 
promote high ethical standards in commerce, industry, professions, 
public works and private endeavours. 
 

 Lions Code of Ethics 
 
 To Show my faith in the worthiness of my vocation by industrious 

application to the end that I may merit a reputation for quality of service.  
 To Seek success and to demand all fair remuneration or profit as 
my just due, but to accept no profit or success at the price of my own 
self-respect lost because of unfair advantage taken or because of 
questionable acts on my part. 
 To Remember that in building up my business it is not 
necessary to tear down another's; to be loyal to my clients or 
customers and true to myself.  
 Whenever a doubt arises as to the right or ethics of my position 
or action towards others, to resolve such doubt against myself.  
 To Hold friendship as an end and not a means. To hold that true 
friendship exists not on account of the service performed by one 
another, but that true friendship demands nothing but accepts service in 
the spirit in which it is given. 
 Always to bear in mind my obligations as a citizen to my nation, 
my state, and my community, as to give them my unswerving loyalty 
in word, act, and deed. To give them freely of my time, labour and 
means.  
 To Aid others by giving my sympathy to those in distress, my aid 
to the weak, and my substance to the needy.  
 To Be Careful with my criticism and liberal with my praise; to 
build up and not destroy. 
 
 
 
 


