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So, here I am again. You were kind and voted twice to allow me to be 2nd 
and then 1st VDG. I hope you look back on these years and have formed 
an opinion about me as a person and a Lion.  
 
Born in the Netherlands, having lived in a number of countries, in one of 
them picked up Lion Claire, arrived in the UK in 1996.  
 
June 2012, I joined Shirley Lions in Solihull. It is a dynamic club and 

soon I was swept up, joining a variety of committees and positions. 
 
I joined the 105M Cabinet in 2014 when I became editor of the District Newsletter. In 2015 I 
also became North Sea Lions (NSL) Officer for the District. Currently NSL Chair as well. I 
was Chair of 105M Zone C, now renamed Zone 7 till the end of M. One of the highlights in 
my Lions career was the awarding to the zone of the Queens Award of Voluntary Service. 
Probably the zone is not much different from other zones, but to me it is the best zone ever 
and I was immensely proud we were recognised for the great work we do together. 
 
NSL, Zone, working together, we can move mountains. 105CW is now gelling as a unit. To 
me it seems an eternity since we were in different districts. The unity shown by your district 
leadership is fantastic. As a result, the membership has grown and new clubs formed. That 
does not happen by accident. During the Covid epidemic, many people, including Lions, sat 
at home, wondering what would happen next. But very fast, this district extracted itself and 
went full speed ahead. Clubs supported food banks, supplied tablet computers to students, 
old age homes and found new and imaginative ways to support their communities. And the 
leaders of your district continued to give leadership, gave trainings, assisted with forming 
new clubs. 
 
And that is Lions for me. I believe we are strongest when we work together and in my short 
Lions career, it is those situations where we co-operate, I feel the happiest. To support you 
being the best Lions you can be is what I would like to do. I believe that together we can 
continue CW on its path of growth and expansion. Not for expansion sake of course, or some 
ego trip of the DG. No, more clubs and more Lions equals more service. And when we read 
the news, we know that the epidemic has caused much more need for service than before. 
 
I am glad to know already many CW Lions. In this Lions year I only visited 3 clubs ‘live’ and 
23 via Zoom. That is not the way we wanted it, but that is the way the cookie crumbled. With 
2/3 of the district clubs visited, I hope to meet the outstanding 1/3 in the new Lions year. Let’s 
hope more of those can be visited in person than the 3 I visited this year. 
 
I hope you allow me to be your District’s 3rd District Governor. Ian formed the base, Richard 
expanded and I would like to think that I could continue the work of these inspiring DG’s. I 
have already asked a number of Lions if they would be willing to assist me and I am glad that 
Lions from all corners of our District, as far West as Aberystwyth, as South as Bristol, as East 
as Melton Mowbray, as North as Sandwell have come forward. I would like to think our 
incoming District leadership team is the most diverse so far, especially geographical.  
I can promise you my hard work, and I know that you will do your part.  
Together we are #TeamCW 


